EiS MALA
CHAPTER I
FROM THE FIRST APPEARANCE OT THE MAHRAf TAS IN
GOOZERAT TO THE CAPTURE 01? AHMEDABAD l
early in the eighteenth century, Khundee Row Dhabaree,2
the Senaputee of the Mahratta empire, began to pour his preda-
tory horse into Goozerat, and exact tribute from that province
At first he hung about the neighbourhood of the city of Shah
Ahmed, but afterwards, retiring for a time therefrom, he
1 The information contained in this, and the next following chapter
is almost entirely taken from Grant Duff's History of the Mahrattas, and
Forties's Oriental Memoirs [James Cunningham Grant Duff, 1789-1858,
came to India in 1805, and was posted to the 1st Bombay Native Infantry
He became Assistant to Mountstuart Elphmstone, British Resident at
Foona, and was present at the battle of Khirkee,1817, and the operations
resulting in the overthrow of the last Peshwa He was then made
Resident at Satara, where he had unique opportunities to collect matter
for his great work the History of the MdhraUas, which he published in
1826 It was reprinted m 1863,1873,1878,1912, and 1921 James Forbes,
author of the Oriental Memoirs, was born in 1749, and went to Bombay
as a 'writer' in the service of the Company in 1765 In 1775 he aooom
pamed the British mission sent to support Ragoba in Gujarat, serving
in the capacity of Private Secretary to Colonel Keating In 1780 he
became Collector of Dabhoi, and two years later, when the town was
ceded to the Marathas (as described in the quotations from his Oriental
Memoirs in chapter 11 of the present work, infra), he returned to England
He was travelling on the Continent at the time of the rupture of the
treaty of Amiens and was detained in France till 1804 His daughter
Eliza, who married a member of the Montalembert family, had a son,
the famous Charles de Montalembert, the Catholic historian (& 1810)
The OnvnAoH Memoirs appeared in 4 volumes, 1813-15, and Forbes
died at Auc La-Ohapelle in 1819 ]
1 [The founder of the family was Yes'patil Babha.de, Mukaddam of
Talegaon near Poona He was a Maratha by caste, and was tutor
to Sambhaji and Rajaram, the sons of £rvaji. His son, Khanderao,
fought against the Moghals for Rajaram and was made Sen&pccti, or
commander-in chief, by Balaji VigVanath, the first Peshwa.]
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